Olfactory Art & Design

Y Institute, Bern University of the Arts

One-Week workshop, Lead by Nicola Pozzani
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Introduction

The first of its kind for the academia, “Olfactory Art & Design” is part of the current
study offer of the Y Institute, “Centre for trans-disciplinary tuition” of the HKB,
Hochschule Der Kuenste Bern, Bern University of the Arts. Through the creation of this
course, the HKB students of the disciplines of Art and Design, Opera and Theatre, Music
and the Swiss Literature Institute have the opportunity to study olfaction as part of their
study programme for the very first time. What follows is a report of a very much enjoyed

first experiment.

Initiating a conversation between olfaction and other artistic disciplines

“Olfactory Art & Design” filled up quickly with BA students from visual and
musical disciplines, such Art Education, Conservation, Design, Communication, Classical

Music and Dance opting for this one-week workshop.

Multiple correspondences have been investigated between the students’ areas of
expertise and the sense of smell. Students produced an “Olfactory Art & Design project”,

result of the collaboration amongst cross-discipline students. Course content:

¢ Training the sense of smell

+ Studying a perfumer’s palette via vision, sound and words correspondences
+ Exploring synaesthesia as a way to foster students’” aesthetic development

+ Olfactory Art and the work of some of the artists using scents as media

+ Exhibiting and conserving olfaction: scents in museums and galleries

+ Communicating with olfaction: Scent Marketing and Design

+ Cross-course project: “The Smell of the Apocalypse”

+ Fragrance creation: blending vision and music into scent.
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Listening to smells
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Andreas Hermann, Mianki Gallery Berlin, presents the “Emotions” exhibition

OLFACTORY ART & DESIGN - © NICOLA POZZANI 2014



Creating the Smell of Apocalypse: What does the Whore of Babylon smell like? In

collaboration with “Verhalten bei Weltuntergang” course lead by Dr. Florian Werner

Project Presentations: Impressionist melancholia, Dehlicious Fragrance,

Mediterranean ruins, A temple in Cambodia
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From a late 19 Century revolution in perfume aesthetics

Study material: Our olfactory palette of 40+ ingredients and accords
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Thanks to Prof. Claus Noppeney and Andi Schoon, Y Institute Director, for
inviting scents into their building! Thanks to Martin Christ for his sweet help. This
course would have never been possible without the generous support of Perfumers Les
Christophs (Christophe Laudamiel, Christoph Hornetz), Dream Air NY/Berlin. A
sincere thank you for their contribution to Andreas Hermann of Mianki Gallery Berlin
and Perfumer Maria Candida Gentile who shared her experience exhibiting at the
Venice Biennale and to Dr. Florian Werner for a compelling and fun course
collaboration. Last but not least, to the fantastic, numerous students and their

engagement, who made this week memorable.
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